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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicant 
hereby submits the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98 and the waiver specified in United States Patent and Trademark 
Office OG Notices of 05 August 2003, copies of U.S. patents, U.S. patent application 
publications, and copending applications filed on or after June 30, 2003 need not be 
submitted. 

In addition to the information provided on the attached PTO/SB/08, also submitted 
herewith is a copy of a PCT Search Report issued in connection with International 
Application No. PCT/GB99/03089, mailed June 21, 2000 and a Search Report issued in 
connection with counterpart Great Britain Application No. GB 9820430.8, mailed March 30, 
1999. 

I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information listed on the attached 
PTO/SB-08 of this Information Disclosure Statement was either previously cited by the 
Office or submitted in copending US. Patent Application No. 09/787,353 naming Richard C. 
Phelps et al. as inventors and filed June 12, 2001. Because the present application (i.e., U.S. 
Patent Application No. 10/827,361) relies on US. Patent Application No. 09/787,353 for an 
earlier effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120, copies of the documents listed on the 
attached PTO/SB-08 are not being provided herewith; see 37 C.F.R. §1.98(d)(l). 
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The Examiner's attention is also directed to the following copending U.S. patent 
applications: 

• 09/787,353 naming Richard C. PHELPS et al. as inventors and filed June 12, 2001 ; 

• 10/827,359 naming Richard C. PHELPS et al. as inventors and filed April 20, 2004; 

• 10/827,360 naming Richard C. PHELPS et al. as inventors and filed April 20, 2004; 
and 

• 10/827,356 naming Richard C. PHELPS et al. as inventors and filed April 20, 2004. 

In accordance with MPEP § 609IIIC(2) (Rev. 2, May 2004, page 600-138), it is 
requested that the Office return a copy of this Information Disclosure Statement with 
the Examiner's initials adjacent to this paragraph indicating that these copending 
applications have been considered. By citation to the copending applications, 
confidentiality is not waived and the Office is requested to maintain the confidentiality 
of the copending applications under 35 U.S.C. § 122 

This information is being submitted within 3 months of the filing or entry of the 
national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever is 
later, therefore no fee or statement is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement contains information that is not in the English 
language but was cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application. In accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609 A(3), an English language 
version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance found by the 
foreign office is being submitted herewith. 
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To assist the Examiner, the documents (except for the copending applications and 
search reports from counterpart foreign applications) are listed on the attached form(s) 
PTO/SB/08A and/or PTO/SB/08B. It is requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this 
form be returned to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Potomac Patent Group PLLC 
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Kenneth B. Leffler 
Registration No. 36,075 



P.O. Box 855 

McLean, Virginia 22101-0855 
703-718-8884 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Boy 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on December 
13,2004. 
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